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On The Hook 
Josh Douglas Isle, Minn.

Talk to me about the excite-
ment of the Elite Series after 
your long road to get there?
I’m pretty excited. I feel 

ready for it. I wish I knew 
some more of how the lakes 
lay out. But at the same time, 
you never know what to 
expect. I mean, it’s just a 
dream come true. Since I was 
a kid, I was always dreaming 
about fishing in that top tier, 
the Bassmaster Elite Series, 
and you know, not a lot of 
people can say they’ve made 
it there.

What are some of the lakes 
that you’re anxious about this 
year?
Right away, I’ve never been 

to the St. Johns River outside 
of driving around it a little bit 
in practice. Santee Cooper, 
I’ve never been there. Lake 
Fork, I’ve never been there. 
And even though I have been 
to the St. Lawrence once, 
I was way up near Montreal 
and I was never able to fish 
the Canadian side. So, there 
are definitely guys that know 
those places like the backs of 
their hands. I have a lot to 
make up, but there are plenty 
of places that I knew really, 
really well and sucked 
because I knew too much.

What about Oahe? You grew 
up not terribly far from there in 
the heart of walleye country.
Yeah. Oahe is like Mille 

Lacs, where I live. They have 
a reputation as walleye fisher-
ies, but we all know what is 
there as far as smallmouth 
insanity.

Your wife, Bri, quit her corpo-
rate job a few years ago and is 
now your full-time videogra-
pher. How does that work, 
fishing at the highest level and 
working with your wife?
For us, it works out perfectly. 

We only have a job because 
we can sell tackle at the end 

of the day. That’s why we get 
to do what we do. So, part of 
the business is being able to 
sell and being able to 
promote.
For us, it’s the perfect storm. 

Coming up in the sport, the 
first few years I was pretty 
green, but in the last five or 
six years I really realized the 
importance of the promotional 

aspect. Before my time, to get 
content, companies had to 
bring all of these writers and 
camerapeople in. They had to 
put people up in hotels and all 
of that. Now, you have to 
create your own content, 
which also creates content for 
the companies that 
support you.
Bri is naturally gifted at that. 

SHORT STRIKES
This or that? We get a 

glimpse into this pro’s mind-
set based on his choices. 

1 Scuba for sure. God didn’t give us 
wings to jump out of airplanes, and 
I’ve always been fascinated with life 
underwater. I even owned an aquatic 
care company when I was 18 that set 
up saltwater tanks.

2 Spearfishing. I don’t like catching 
catfish with a hook, and I’m defi-
nitely not sticking my hand in some 
hole [where] I have no idea what the 
heck is in there.

3 Those are my two favorite ways to 
fish, but I guess I have to take ledges 
because I can get more fish faster.

4 Crankbait. They seem to eat them up, 
and I think the swimbaits are gener-
ally a waste of time in a tournament.

5 El Salto for me. I like to fish for big 
bass, and other species aren’t as 
high on my list.

6 Walleye. Just a quick shore lunch. Fry 
them up with a little batter and 
they’re good to go.

7 I really hate both, but I always say 
there’s a lot of ways to die and falling 
through the ice is not going to be the 
way I go. Jet Ski for me.

She’s really good at editing 
video and honestly having her 
here is big for me. Nothing 
has ever made me want to 
quit this sport, but the hard-
est times were when I would 
be on the road for weeks away 
from her. Now, she’s right 
there behind the camera and 
she keeps us rolling. It’s a 
perfect team.

By JOE SILLS
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By The Numbers

Age: 41 Total Tournaments: 59 Classic 
Appearances: 0

Top 10 Finishes: 5 Times in the Money: 15 Top 20 Finishes: 9

Total Weight: 1,185-1 Career Winnings: $87,414


